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It is one thing for artists to be socially engaged; it is quite another thing to realize the aims of that 
engagement, because such an ambition presupposes a responsive audience. To become 
responsive to (the social aims) of art the audience must be educated. However, there is little 
agreement among artists and aesthetic educators on the question of what aesthetic education 
actually is and, without doubt, this confusion is linked to the no less difficult question of what art 
actually is. 
 
In my lecture I shall try to shed some light on these questions, taking literature as an example. 
First, I shall discuss four basic conceptions of art - mimesis, expression, form and interpretation. 
Second, I shall discuss the implied social relevance of each of these conceptions. Finally, from a 
developmental perspective, I shall discuss the implications and justification of these four 
conceptions of art for aesthetic education in schools and museums. 
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