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Defining Red       
 

Everyone are interested in what is beautiful and pleasing whatever it may be found; in 

nature, in objects, in people,in art,in colors...and we all know that colors are a kind of 

electro-magnetic energy power and vibratory light waves. 

 

Dictionaries in many languages define the color red as varying in luminance and saturation.  

Here is one from Oxford Dictoinary: ñof or approaching the color seen at least refracted end 

of spectrum of shades varying from crimson to bright brown and oranges especially.ò 

 

                      
Figure 1.  Spectrum 

 

Blood,fire and sun are always the primary examples for the color red, the three main 

sources for mankind. 

A short quotation from Orhan Pamukôs (2007 Nobel Literature winner) famous novel,  

My Name Is Red; 
 

 ñI am very happy for being red.Iam burning from my inside,I am strong, I  know that I am being 

awared and also that you cant resist me.I dont hide myself.I am not afraid of other 

colors,shades,crowd and loneliness.How beautiful is to color a surface in expectation of me with my 

victorious fire.ò   
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Figure 2. The color red 

 

Another quatation that influences me is from Burcay Anger:I found in Onder Senyapiliôs 

book Visual Arts And communication.  

 
ñRed is the most attractive and most brave one of all colors, doupless; It is honoured,brave and proud 

in every civilization.In history what is given and what is taken is writen with blood and there is no 

country in the world that the borders are not lined with  blood.How is that human-being percieved the 

concept of red color? Ofcourse creation of fire which concluded him as a human-being and the 

sunsetôs redness and also blood. Areônt these three conceptions extremly hot,attractive and exciting?ò 

 

All along the history in every civilization red color survived Itôs attraction,pride,freedom 

and fearlessnes and we know that; with exceptions almost every country has red color on 

their flags.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Flags 
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The commonest colors in nature are green and blue,colors of life,but they have nothing like 

redôs power.They are outside,redness is within us.Itôs as deep in there as language,built into 

our beings. 

 

What is ñRedò technically? it is the lowest frequency of light (electromagnetic radiation) 

that is visible to the human eye and thus has the longest wave length (650-800 milimigron) 

in the visible spectrum. ñRedò exist in a vast range of shades including 

Sarlet,Vrmilion,Mroon, Cimson,Cadmium,Carmine, red ochre,Inglish red Venice red,Indian 

red, Burnt Siena ect.... 

 

The love of man-kind for the color red is continuing all along the history.It became 

essencial, because it makes him warm,active,cheerful,excited,warn and incite. 

Most days are scarcely visible as pallid as plain water but Valentineôs day have color.Itôs 

red Of course.Because ñredò is a exquisite ambassador of  love.   

 

 
Figure 4.  Roses 

 

In Washington DC at the Textile Museum an interesting extibition called RED which 

explores the use and meaning of the color ñredò in textiles across time and place and 

remained on wiew for five months, organised  especially for celebrating Valentineôs Day. I 

red the curator Rebecca A.T.Stevenôs explanation on the exhibitionôs catalogue. ñRed is 

arguably the worldôs most significant color, seeping deep into the psyche of human-kind 

from antiquity to the present day. Color scholar John Gage tells us that anthropological 

studies of language  have found that the earliest color categories were those of light and 

dark followed almost universally by a term for  ñredò. 

 

The Color Red in History 

Why does ñRedò stand out so among all the other colors? What gives it itôs power? where 

did They begin? Whereever they began it was really long ago.....In The Becov Cave in 

Slovakia 250.000 years ago some of our ancestors were processing red pigments for their 

drawings. This is what careful science tells us. But science cant tell us why these Paleolithic 

colorist put such faith in ñredò.We have to guess.Fire has something to do with it and also 

blood and sun. 

Longing for hot colors by primitive people and natives of Africa who were living with cold 

colors green and blue (nature colors) was a psycho-physiological need, because of these 
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cold colors. According to researchers they confirmed almost 30 different names used for hot 

colors but not even one for cold color among the native Africans.  

 

 
Figure 5.  A rock painting of a bull in the cave of Altamira,Spain 

 

Soébefore we go on with ñRed in ArtòI would like to show you this ñredò Devil Mask too. 

Itôs from Ceylon pre-Buddhist times, used for devil dancing to drive out evilôs spirit.  

 

 
Figure 6.  Devil mask from Ceylon 

 

The Color Red in Art 

Nowéwhat about ñredò in art? We admire the vivid reds found in Mattisseôs paintings and 

in many artworks by many artists. Here are only a few examples:  

 

 
Figure 7.   Mattisse, ñLarge Interior In Redò 1948 
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Figure 8.    Maurice Vlaninck, ñThe Red Treesò 1907 

 

 

 
Figure 9..   Kasimir Malevich, ñEight Redò 1915 

 

 

 
Figure 10.   Andre Marchant , ñStill-Lifeò ( with red space)  1949 
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Figure 11.    Barnet Newman, ñArgosò 1949 

 

 

 
Figure 12.    Alberto Burri, ñSack With Redò  1956 

 

 

 
Figure 13.   Mark Rothko,  ñRed Over Dark Blueò  1961 

 


