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Showing Oned s Tr ue . The lAesthstic
Influence Of Hues, Shades and Tones

Inci Kansu, Painter, Paper Artist, North Cyprus

Defining Red

Everyoneare interested inhat is beautiful and pleasing whatever it may be found,;
nature,in objects, in people,in art,in coloreand we all know that colors are a kind of
electremagnetic energy poweand vibratory light waves.

Dictionaries in many languages define the color red as varying in luminance and saturation.
Here is one from Oxford Dictoinary: nof or
of spectrum of shades wamng from crimson to brilgt brown and oranges espaty.o

Figure 1 Spectrum

Blood,fire and sun are always the primary examples for the color red, the three main
sourcedgor mankind.

A short quotation from Orhan Pamul2007 Nobel Literature winngfamous nove

My Name Is Red;

fil am very happy for beg red.lam burnig from my inside,| am strong, | know tham being
awared and alsothat you cant resist me.l dont hide myself.l am not afraid of other
colors,shades,crowd and loneliness.How bedusfto color a surface in expectation of me with my
victorious fire.o



Figure 2. The color red

Anot her quatation that influences me is fr
bookVisud Arts And communication.

fiRed is the most attractive and mbsave one of all colorgloupless; It is honoured,brave and proud

in every civilization.In history what is given and what is taken is writen with blood and there is no
country in the world tat the borders are nihed with bloodHow is that humatbeing percieved the

concept of red color? Ofcourse creation of fire which concluded him as a fhemgnand the
sunsetds redndssedandt alkese bhoee. c aveandegxtitingbns ext

Al l along the history in every civilizatic
and fearlessnes and wedm that; with exceptions almost every country has red color on
their flags.
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Figure 3. Flags



The commonest colors in nature are green and blue,colors of life,but they have nothing like

redébs power . They are outside,redness i s wi
our beings.

Wh a 't is ARedo techni cal lligh(elacttomagretic radiaion) o we ¢
thatis visible to the human eye and thus has the longest lwagé (656800 milimigron)

in the vi si bl e spectr um. vadh Ranged of shades tincluding a

Sarlet,Vrmilion,Moon,Cimson,Cadmium,Carminegd otre,Inglish red Veniceed,Indian
red, Burnt Siena ect....

The love of markind for the color red is continuing all along the history.lt became
essencialbecause it makes him warm,active,cheerful,excited,warn and incite.

Most days arescarcely visible as padl asplain water but Valentiies d a golorh & \0 &
redOfcour se. Because Aredolove. a exqui site ambeze

Figure 4 Roses

In Washington DC at the Textile Museum an interesting extibition called RED which
exploes the wuse and meaning of the <color Ar
remained onwiew or fi ve months, organised especi .
red the curator Rebecca eA hTi.bStteivoennddssis ceaxtpal |
arguabl y mdstesigndicamt kcalbh seeping deep into the psyche of hikimah

from antiquity to the present day. Color scholahd Gage tells us that anthropological
studies of language haveund that the earliest color categories were ¢hoklight and

dark foll owed al most wuniversally by a term

The Color Red in History

Why does fARedd stand out so among all t he
did They begin? Whereever they began it was really long ago.....In €hevBCave in
Slovakia250.000 years ago some of ourcestors were processing red pigments for their
drawings.This is what careful science tells us. But science cant tell us whyRaésaithic
coloristputsuc h f ai th in fAr edo .sMethirngiowe with ibandjalse s s . F
blood and sun.

Longing for hot colors by primitive people and natives of Africa who were living with cold
colors green and blue (nature colors) was a psptiysiological needbecause of these



cold colors. According to resarchers they confirmed almost 30 different names used for hot
colorsbut not even one for cold color among the native Africans.

Figure 5. A rock painting of a bull in the cave of Altamj8pain
Soébefore we go Amtwilt woRedl!l i ke o show vy
| t florm Ceylon preBuddhist timesused for devil dancing to drive oeitv i | 6 s

t
o} spirit

Figure 6. Devil mask from Ceylon
The Color Red in Art

Nowéwhat aboutar i ?e We

admire the vivid reds
in many artworks by many artistdlere are onlya few examples:
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Figure7. Matti sse,
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Figure 8. MauriceVI ani nc k AiThe Red Treeso 1907
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Figure9. Kasi mir Mal evich, HAEight Redo 1915

Figure 10. Andre Marchanf A-Btf &6 ( with red space) 19



Figure11. Bar net Newman, H@AArgoso 1949

Figure12. Al bert o Burri, ASack Wi th Redb©o 16

Figure13. Mar k Rot hko, ARed Over Dark Bl ueo



